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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from ttie mailing date of ttiis communication. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-3,5,6,9-15,17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

1) Claim 1, line 4, first wall part (1 14) is not included in stator or rotor component (21). 

2) Claim 1, line 15, "the stator or rotor components" lacks antecedent basis. 

3) Claim 1, lines 11 and 12, "the joined -together portions" lacks antecedent basis. 

4) Claim 2, line 2, first wall part (1 14) is not included in stator or rotor component (21). 

5) Claim 2, line 3, second wall part (109) is not included in stator or rotor component 
(21). 

6) Claim 3, line 2, second wall part (109) is not included in stator or rotor component 
(21). 

7) Claim 5, line 2, second wall part (109) is not included in stator or rotor component 
(21). 

8) Claim 9, line 3, second wall part (1 10) is not included in stator or rotor component 
(21). 

9) Claim 10, line 2, first wall part (1 14) is not included in stator or rotor component (21). 

10) Claim 10, line 2, second wall part (1 10) is not included in stator or rotor component 

(21). 
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11) Claim 11, line 2, second wall part (109, 110) is not included in stator or rotor 
component (21). 

12) Claim 17, line 2, stator or rotor component (230 lacks antecedent basis. 

13) Claim 18, line 2, stator or rotor component (230 lacks antecedent basis. 

,Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3,5,6,9-15,17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dimberg (U.S. Patent 1641745) in view of Havard et al. (U.S. Patent 5483034). 

Dimberg teaches a method for manufacturing a generally ring-shaped stator or rotor 
component (Figs. 1 and 2) which is intended during operation to conduct a gas flow, comprising: 
constructing a portion of said stator or rotor component by steps including providing a curved 
first wall part (4) having one edge bearing against a flat side of a second wall part (2) extending 
in the intended that extends in a direction corresponding to an eventual radial direction of the 
component in such a way that the first wall part extends and curves in the intended a direction 
corresponding to an eventual circumferential direction of the component and also extends in a 
direction corresponding to an eventual axial direction of the component; wherein a sufficient 
number of stator or rotor component portions are so constructed and are mutually arranged so as 
to form the stator or rotor component, with the curved first wall parts of the stator or rotor 
components defining an axially extending, substantially annular flow guiding surface that 
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delimits a gas duct in the eventual radial direction in such a way that the joined-together portions 
of the wall parts form a T-shaped joint (10). 

Dimberg fails to teach the step of laser- welding the edge of the first wall part is then 
laser welded to the second wall part from an, in the circumferential direction, opposite side of 
the second wall part in relation to the first wall part. 

Havard et al. teach the step of laser- welding (col. 2, line 58) the edge of the first wall 
part is then laser welded to the second wall part from an, in the circumferential direction, 
opposite side of the second wall part in relation to the first wall part. (Fig. 2) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to employ the step of laser- welding the edge of the first wall part is then laser welded 
to the second wall part from an, in the circumferential direction, opposite side of the second wall 
part in relation to the first wall part, as taught by Havard et al. on the method of Dimberg so as to 
provide a faster and more efficient welding technique and provide more secure weld. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 has been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. See the new Office action. Havard et al. teach the step of laser- 
welding opposite side of the second wall part. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN C. HONG whose telephone number is 571-272-4529. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-17:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DAVID BRYANT can be reached on 571-272-4526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JOHN C HONG/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3726 

Jh 

8/1/08 



